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GITA GOVINDA 

io A lyric poem of infinite charm, the Gita Govinda is written by 
Jayedeva, son of Bhoja Deva of Kindubilva and one of the nine jewels 
at the court of king Laksmanasena. In this poem Lord Krisna!s preise 

is ا‎ The poem had an immense appeal for the people of Bengal, 

which is attested by the fact that there has continued to be held 

in his birth place a festival every year wherein songs from his work 
have been sung. On account of the happy alliteration and the use 

of rhyme the poetry of the Gita Govinda has a cham all its om. The 
alliterative effect is no where laboured in his pootry, there is a happy 
matching of sound and sense. And it is perhaps an account of this ; 
that his poetry is considered to be untranslatable it has to be enjoyed. 
and is original. According to Keith "In the case of the Gita Govinda 
the art of wedding sound and meaning is carried out with such success 
that it cannot fail to be appreciated even by ears far less sensitive 
than those of Indian writers on poetics. One peculiarity of the Gita 
Govinda verses is that they are to be sung and not merely recited. 

There is the mention of the song too in which the verses are to be cast. 
It 1s needless to find philosophical and mystiéal meaning in the verses. 


There verses are surely to be sung tunefully and by that alone they wculd 


have more than fulfilled their purpose. 
| The two passages that have been selected here for singing are the ^ 
‚ones which occure in the beginning of this work. Both of them are the 


praises of Lord Hari and have a special appeal for the devotees of 
Sri Krisna. 2 i 3 


ABHIJNANA SAKUNT AL AM à 
3 Abhijnana Sakuntalam is one of the immortal works of Kalidasa. 
Uniformly it has been proclaimed as the best ever drama in Sanskrit. 
Indian tradition maak unambiguously recognises this play as the 
most charming: Kavyesu natakam ramyam tatra ramya Sakuntala. This 
play deals with the story of Dusyanta, a king of the puru race and 
یں‎ the daughter of Visvamitra from the nymph Menaka, who was 
picked up by the sage Kanva after she ISO left in the forest in the 
company of the birds (sakuntas) who guarded and nursed her after the 
delivery. The play purports the love of Sakuntala who grew to be a 
beautiful young lady in the hermitage of her foster father Kanva and 
Dusyanta; their marriage by the Gandharva rites; the king's promise to 
send for the neu bride to the royal capital after he had to leave the 
hermitage abruptly; his forgetting the promise under the curse of the 
fierce sage Durvasas; Sakuntala!s departure for the royal harem; her 
appearance in the royal court; her repudiation by Dusyanta; her being 
lifted up by her mother Menaka and being placed in the Marica asrama; 
Dusyanta's recollection of Sakuntala after the accidental discovery 
of the ring from a fi she man the unfortunate loss of which 8 
responsible for his memory failing him and finally through a contrivance 
of Indra the ultimate union of the two lovers. 

According to traditional Indian critics it is the fourth act which 
is the best in the drama; tatrapi ca caturtho'nkah.. It is in the fourth act 
that the most pathetic scene of Sakuntala's leaving Kanva!s hermitage 
is described. The girl who spent her childhood in the company of 
the trees and creepers and the deer and the fawas is not bidding good 
bye to them. She is choked with emotion. Even the great sage Kanva 
cannot stand the site. There would hardly be a reader who would not wipe te 
at this most touching scene. Kalidasa shows here a deep awareness of 
the tenderness of the human heart and the emotional upsurge in it when i 
it is touched. The scene is a OM IE par excellence m 
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and it is perhaps on this account alone it has had a special appeal 
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for the Indian critic. The scene described is by no means new to | 5 
the Indian readers or spectators but its مت‎ in such vivid and 3 
graphic details, its agonizing appraisal in words which move one to 
tears has surely a Kalidasan touch about it. As a study of the human 
psychology this part of the drana is simply excellente 

There is a considerable controversy with regard to the date of 
Kalidasa. Conflicting theories are put forward with regard to this 
probleme The scholarly opinion is slowly wearing round to this view 
that Kalidasa belonged circa 4.2.600 as for his place of birth nothing 
definite can be said. 

Kalidasa was a prolific writer. We know of three plays of his: 
Abhijnana Sakuntalam, Malvikagnimitram and Vikrnorvarsiyam and four 


poems (big and small) the Meghadutam, the Rtusanharan, Raghuvansam 


and the Kumara Sambhavam. sol: 
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SV VASAV 


Bhasa, the celebrated playwright of ancient Indian is cradited - E 
with authorship of thirteen plays discovered and published in 
Trivendrum by T.Ganapati Sastri. Bhasa is referred to respectfully 
even by as great a playwright as Kalidasa. Since the discovery of 
the plays much has been written both for and against about the 
problem of Bhasa being the author of these plays but there is near 
unanimity that the Svapha Vasavadattam is from his pone An earlier 
verse eulogizes this play: 

Bhasanat ak acakresmin chekaih ks sipte pariksitum 

Svapna vasavadattasya dahako! bhun na pavakah 
when the group of dramas was thrown by the critics into the fire of 
(criticism) it is the Svapna Vasavadatia E the fire could not burn. 
In effect it means that of all the dramas of Bhasa it is the svapna 
vasavadatta which has withstood the criticism of the critics and is 
therefore perfect in all respects. " 

Like the dates of most of the earlier writers the date of Bhasa 
too is not certain. But as he has been mentioned by Kalidasa in his 
Malvikagnimitra this much atleast can be said that he is pre-Kalidasan. 
Now the current opinion places Kalidasa in fourth century A.D. This 
sets the terminus ad-quem to his date. Bhasa 15 earlier than the 


fourth century A.D. Critics like Keith are inclined to place him in 


the first century ۰ 


The svap ana Vasavadattam deals with the story of Vasavadatta, 
a princess of Ujjaini and Udyana a king of Kausambi who had earlier 


been captured by Vasavadatta's father through a device, brought to 


his capital ahd at the instance of vasavadatta appointed a tutor to her, 


to teach music. In the course of the msic lessons Udyana developed - x 


intimacy with Vasavadatta and ultimately with the help of his 


ministers Like an Gandharayana managed to elope with her. The play | 


deals with the rumour that is get a float deliberately by 


when Padmavati the sister of king دوجو‎ comes. there to pay homage 

to the queen mother who is passing her old age there. Vasavadatta is 
disguised as Yaugandharayana's sister. She is kept as a trust with 
Padmavati at the ‘request of Yaugandharayana. Then the play describes 
the marriage of Padmavati and Udyana and the defeat of Aruni with 

the help of the Magadhan army and the recovery of Udyana's territory 
occupied by the enemy, an object for which Udyana! و‎ ministers had 
contrived for the matrimonial alliance with Magadha and finally the 
reunion of Vasavadatta with her husband is depicted. In between the - 
ا ی‎ describes the skillfully the life of Vasavadatta in 
Padmavati's palace where the former is living in disguise aS avantika. 
This affords the playwright an opportunity to introduce some of the 

most touching scenes like the one described in the fourth act which 

is so important that the play derives its name from it. The dramatic 
irony is employed shox to excellent advantage. The king is married 

to Padmavati. He comes to know that she is not feeling well and so 
comes to enquire after her health in the Samudra grihska. Vasavadatta 
too comes there for the same purpose. Finding the bed unoccupied 
Udyana who is the first caller lies down on it and goes to sleepe When 
Vasavadatta comes she thinks the sleeping Udyana as Padmavati and lies 
by his side Udyana at this moment dreams of Vasavadatta little realizing 
that the very lady is so close to him. Now Vasavadatta's condition 

is really pitiable. She hears what the king says but she cannot say 
anything audibly she is riven with internal conflict. On the one hand 
she is smitten with love for the man whose single glimpse she had been 
pining all the time while on the other she cannot disclose her identity. 7 
because she is duly bound. She is therefore tossed by the opposite 2 


emotions which Have been described in the present play with an 


irresistible appeal. 5 
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